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To 
The Right Honorable 
THE 


COUNCIL OF STATE. 


S2#)| Lthough it is a dutie mcumbent to all 
YI Men, 4s Men and to all Profe(- 
UE ſors,as Chriſtians,zoloave Mankinde, 


7 RB Wa as Chriſt loved us ; and to imitate the 
SES God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
who cauſeth his Sua to ſhine upon the good and 
the bad ; and although there is a ſpecial delight tos 
that which is good and commendable, onely for the love of 
Goodneſs it ſelf, and the commendableneſs of Virtue, Yer, 
When Wee meet with ſpecial and powerful encourage. 
ments 0 ſet 5 0n, and provocations to draw farth 
our affections to laudable endeavors, wee muſt needs add 
ſom more effetFual zeal to the performance of theſe duties. 
For mine own part 1 may ſaie without yanitie, that the 
| A2 firkt 
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firſt of theſe motives, The delight to do. good, in love to 
the Publick, bath > ſupported mee hitherto, notwithſtan- 
ding manifold diftrations i in the Waite Woerein I have 
walked, And as it hath been one of my Aims, to have 
the honor ( if poſsibly T could attain unto it ) of ſerving 
the Publick gratis, and at mine own coſt, in the best 
things : $0 1 have madeit a part of my Agencie, to pro- 
Þoke others to do the like, by offering unto everie one, the 
things which might bee moft advantagious unto themfelys, 
by doing ſervice unto others. And how far my affections 
have carried mee beyond my abilities in this courſ, Ineed 
wot to mention : this hath onely been my comfort, that 
having ſerved my Generation generouſly and freely, Tne- 
ver had cauſto repent of what 1 had don, whether it were 
reſented by others, or not, But now of late, ſeeing it hath 
Pleaſed God, not: onely by the ſettlement of this Stare in the 
Wwaie of a Common- wealth, to give toall men a more 
open door then ever heretofore, to enter upon a CONCUrrence 
to ſery the Publick, that thereby they might both pre- 
ſerv and encreaſ their own welfare ; but that I have 
found unexſpeBedly from your Himors ſom peculiar ex- 
eſsion. of favor towards my ſelf, upon the account of my 
publick-beartedneſs , 1 muſt confeſs,that I am thereby not 
ſomuch refreſhed by reaſon of that which befalleth to my 
ſelf, as delighted in the bopeful apprehenſion of that 
Thich 
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Which befalleth to the Publick, Whiles in this particular 
T am able to perceiv, that the good hand of God hath put 
the management of bis Cauſ and Work in the hands of 
Men, whom hee hath endued with a publick ſpirit, which 

5 a clear teſtimonie to mee, that bee Will build thereon a 

ſuperſtrufure, which by his grace upon your Wates Will 
redound to bus 2lorie, and evince unto the World, that it 4s 

nt any private Intereſt, but bis Glorie and the Publick 

Happineſs, which hath afted and doth at, both the Par- 

lament and your felys in all your undertakings. And vert- 

ly. the conſideration of this very thing, that God hath ſet 

in publick places Men that minde the Publick for it ſelf, 

and ſeek out thoſe that are ſo enclined, although they make 

no ſpecial! application unto them ( Which hitherto I have 

nt don ) is more Worth to nee then the private advan- 

tage, Which your Honors favor can brino unto nice. For 

although the ſtraits wherewith the times, and my own for- 

wards to ſerv others have caſt mee, mizht induce mce 

t2 rejoice at the fruit of your Edonors bountie towards my 
ſelf , Yet that is no waies comparable to the ſenſ of joie, 

Which I have at the clear Charafter , which thus hath 

given mee of the ſþirit by which you are led ; for berein 

{ perceiv, that henceforth the labors of impartial love to- 

wards the Publick, are not like to bee in vain, as for 


the moſt part they have been beretofore, and that there 
A 3 will. 


UMI 


Tnmn:'EypiSTLE 


Will bee ſom real encouragement for the making of rational 
overtures, tending to reſolv that grand queſtion, Which is 
propoſed by the Þſalmiſt im the name of all men, who, 
With one and the ſame accent, ſay ; Plal.4.6. Who 
will ſhevy us anie good ? T herefore ſuice the IViſ- 
dom of the Parliament hath enafted a waie to anſwer 
the Quere, as to the Trade of this Nation ( Which is a 
manifeſt demonſtration of their eminent care for the Pub. 
lick ) it hath raiſed with jcie both mine cn, and the 
thoughts of ſom others toa_forwardneſs of contributing, 
that which might bee ſubſervient and uſeful to that de- 
fin ; that as Bees belonging to the ſame hive, wee ſhould 
bring our honie together, to bee preſerved and encreaſed in 
one ſtock for the good of all. In order to this reſolution, 
and as a teſtimonie of gratitude, I thought it might bee 
ſeaſomable to offer to your donors, and under y1ur name 
to the Publick , this following Epiſtolarie Dilcourſ, 
Which relate's unto the advancement of Agriculture , bee- 
ing one of the Nobleſt and moſt neceſlarie parts 
of Induſtrie belonging to a Common. wealth,the 
firft ground of mutual trading amongit men,and 
the well-ſpring of wealth in all well-ordered So- 
cieties. And if concerning this ſubjeft ( as beeing a 
main Intereſt of State) om courſ in due ttme Were 


thought upon to ſet forward the Judicial,and regulate the 
| Praftical 
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Praftical waie of Husbandrie, ſuch overtures could bee 
made in that kind,as would ſenſably ( even to the meaneſt 
capacitie ) demonſtrate a very Cornu-Copia and ful- 
neſs to bee atteined of the choiſeſt temporal bleſsings to ſup- 
plie all men's wants. 4nd although I cannot ſay much 
of mine own experience in this matter, yet Providence ha- 
ving direfled mee by the improvement of ſeveral relations 
wito the Expericnces and Obſervations of others, I 
finde my ſelf obliged to becom a conduit-pipe thereof to- 
wards the Publick, chiefly now, Where there is ſo favor- 
able an aſpeFt of Patronage from thoſe that are in eminent 
places towards thoſe that minde publick advantages,Prov, 
11.26, It is ſaidin the Proverbs, that hee who doth 
with-hold Corn the people ſhall curf him ; bur 
a bleſsing ſhall bee upon the head of him that 
ſelleth ir, Jf not to impart the means of livelihood to 
thoſe that ſtand in need thereof, Wwhenit is in our power to 
ſupplie them therewith, bee to withbold the ſame , and this 
deferve's a curſ: then no man can blame mee for the 
largenefs of this communicati.n, from Which all that ſhall 
reap any benefit, are thereby to bee indebted unto your 
Publick affefioms, and bleſs them as the cauſ, Whoſe in- 
fluence bath given it this produttion , for it is intended 
enely as a pledg of further endevors in the ſame and other 
kindes, for which the State in due time will bee beholden 


to 
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£0 your care and vigilance when the tenders thereof ſhall 
finde that acceptance,and the furtherance thereof, that en- 
eourazement Which your Wiſdom and love to the Publick 
ſhall finde expedient to beſlow thereon. May the God of 
T C4 and goodneſs fo bleſs your Conſultations for the 
00d of this State, that 1hey may end m the ſettlement of 

a Sm and laſting Peace, Where not onely outward Plentie 
and Proſperitie, bus the treaſures of a better life in the 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt , may bee enjoied to the praiſ 
of God the Father. Theſe are, and ſhall bee the dathe 


praters of 


Your Honor's 
truly faithful and moſt 


humble ſervant 


SAMUEL HARTLIS, 
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Richard Wefton late of Sutton in the 
Countie of Surrey his Legacie to his 
Sons,&c, Amun Dom. 1645. 


Sir 


EF Haveleft this ſhort enſuing Treatiſe to 
SYN you as a Legacie, if 1 ſhall nor live my 
MEA! {clt ro ſhew you (whar therein is writ- 
ten by Examples, which, I know, 1n- 
| {truct far more then Precepts , yet 
== Precepts from a dying Father, inſtru- 
Ring of his Children what hee hath 
feen and known, and received information of from wit- 
neſles free from all Exceptions, ſhould make ſuch im- 
preſſion on them, as ar leaſt to believ their Father writ 
what hee thonght was true, and therefore ſuppoſe thoſe 
things worthy to bee put in pratice by them, which hee 
himſelf would have don, if ic had pleaſed God to have 
granted him Life and Liberrie, eſpecially ſeeing the mat- 
ter it ſelf, which is required by him to bee don, is in ſhew 
{o profitable and ſo eafie to bee effeRed, and with fo lit- 
tle charge, conſidering the great gain that is propoſed by 
it, that not any thing can reſtrain a rational man from 
trial thereof, but not giving credit to the Relator. 
. Tl 
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The whole Diſcourſ ſhew's you how to improve bar- 
ren and heathie Land, and how to rail more then ordina» 
rie profit thereof, by ſuch waies and means as are not 
praQiſed in Exgland, but as commonly in ſom parts of 
Brabant and Flanders, as the Husbandrie of Wheat and 
Rye is here. By thar means you may nobly augment 
your Eſtates, and will receiv ſo much the more profit 
and praif, by how much with more induſtrie and dili- 
gence you govern your affairs, and will not onely bee 
imitated, but allo honored by your Neighbors, when 
they ſhall ſee your Labors proſper fo far-as to convert 
barren and heathie ground, lefr unhusbanded for many 
ages, into as commodious arrable Land, with Paſtures 
- and Meadows, as any bee in this Kingdom, And cer- 
tainly that man is worthie of Praif and Honor, who bee. 
ing poſſeſſor of a large and barren demeaſnes conſtrain's 
it by his labor and induſtrie to produce cxtraordinarie 
fruit, which redound's not only to his own particular 
profir, but alſo to the publick benefit. Cato ſaith, it is a 
great ſhame to a man, not to leav his Inheritance greater 
to his Succeſſors then hee received it from his Prede- 
ceſſors, and that hee deſpiſeth the Liberalities of God, 
who by ſlothfulneſs looſeth that which his Land may 
bring forth, as not ſeeming willing to reap the fruits 
which God hath offered him , Nay, hee threaten's the 
crime of high Treaſon to thoſe that do not augment 
their Patrimonie ſo much as the increaſ furmount's the 
principal , It is a thing much celebrated by Antiquitie, 
and thought the nobleſt way to gather wealth, for to im 
ploie one's wit and monie upon his Land, ,and by that 
means to angment his Eſtate, If you obſerv the common 
courf{ of things, you will finde that Husbandrie is the 
ead,which men of all Eſtates in the world do point at: 

For 


UMI 


The Husbanarie of Brabant «yd Flanders, 3 


For to what purpoſe do Souldiers, Seholars, Lawyers, 
Merchants, and men of all occupations and trades, roil 
and labor with grezt affection, bur to get monie;and with 
that monie when they have gorten it, bur ro purchaſe 
Land, and to what end do they buy that Land, but to 
receiv the fruits bf itto live; and how ſhall one receiv 
the fruits of it, but by his own Husbandrie, or by a Far- 
mers? So that it appear's by degrees, that what courſ 
ſoever a man taketh in this world, at laſt hee cometh to 
Husbandrie, which is the moſt common occupation 
amongſt men, the moſt natural and holie, beeing com- 

manded by the mouth of God toour firſt Fathers. There 
is care and diligence requiſite in Husbandrie, as there is 
in all the Actions of the world , and therefore as a Cap- 
tain hath a Lievtenantto command his Souldiers in his 
abſence,or for his caſ: So muſt you provide ſom able 
honeſt man, ro whom you will commit the execution of 
{uch things as you your felvs cannot do without too 
much labor, whereof you muſt often rake an account and 
confer with him, as occaſton ſhall require,about your bu- 
fineſs,that nothing may bee lett undon for want of Pro- 
vidence: Toſuch a man you mult give good wages, with 
intent to advance your own gain, and take the more caſ 
by reaſon of his honeſtic and knowledg. 

You will finde this Husbandrie (after you have once 
had experience of it) to bee very pleafing to you, and ſo 
exceeding profitable, that it will make you diligent : for 
no man of any Artor Science (except an Alchimiſt) ever 
pretended ſo much gain any other way,as you ſhal ſeede- 
monſtrated in this enſuing Treatiſe: The Uſurer double's 
bur his principal, with Intereſt upon Intereſt, in Seven 
years; bur by this little Treatiſe you ſhall learn how to 


do more then treble your principal in one years compals: 
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And you ſhall ſee how an induſtrious man in Brabant and 
Flanders would bring 500 Acres: of barren and heathic 
Land,that was not worth at the moſt above 5 1. a year,to 


bee wortt/75000 1. 2 year,in leſs time then ſeven years, I 


know no reaſon why: the like may not bee don in Eng- 
land : for wee are under as good a Climate as they are, 
Our heathie Land, that is neither S3nd nor Loam, is as 

ood a ſoil as their barren ground is : Wee have not one- 

y Duhg toenrich our Land, but alſo Lime and Marl, of 
which they know not the uſe, where they ſow their gain- 
fulleſt Commodities, mentioned in this enſuing Treatiſe, 
nor of any other Manure,burtonly Dung. In fine, I am 
certainthere is none of their Commodities but grow in 
England, as they do in Brabant and Flanders, but ours are 
not of the ſame kinde as theirs, nor put to the ſame ule ; 
whatcannot bee vented at home may as well bee vented 
from hence into Holland, as the like Commodities are 
from Flanders thither : 1 will ſaie no more of this Sub- 
jet inthe Preface,only it remain's to tell you, That you 
muſt not exſpec either Eloquence or Method in this en- 
ſuing Treatiſe,but a true Storie plainly ſer torth inthe laſt 
Will and Teſtament of your Father, which hee would 
have you execute z but before all things to bee ſure you 
lay the foundation of your Husbandrie upon the. bleſ- 
fings of Almightie God,continually implori-g his Di- 
vineaidand affiſtance inall your labors ; for it is God 
that give's the increaſ, and believing this as the quinteſ- 
ſenceand foul of Husbandrie , Primum querite Regnum 
Dei,er poFiea hec omnia adjicientur vobis : Theſe things 
beeing briefly premiſed, L will leav the reſt to this ſhore 
enſuing Treatiſe, and commit you all with a Father's 
bleſſing tothe ProteRion and Providence of Almightic 
God. 


It 
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The Husbandrie of Brabant and Flanders. * $ 
T is a certain thing, thatthe chiefeſt and fundamental- 
leſt point in Husbanarie, is, To underſtand the nature 


and condition of the Land that one would Till ; and to 


{ow it with ſuch Seeds as it will produce,cither Natural- 
ly, or by Art, that which may turn to a man's greateſt 
profit and advantage. I did think I had underſtood thar 
point { when I went out of England ) after thirtic years 
experience in Husbandrie, and having improved my 
Lind as much as any man in this Kingdom hath don, 
both by Water and Fire. Burt after I had beena while in 
Brabant 3nd Flanders, I found I was to learn a new leſſon 
in point of Hnsbanarie , for that the barrenneſt, Heathic 
and Sandie Lands in thoſe Countries did produce.richer 
Commodities,by an ordinaric waie of Husbandrie there 
in practice, then the ſtrongeſt and richeſt grounds that 
were in both thoſe Countries. When I firſt arrived ar 
Duxkirk, and went to Bridges, ( which was near fortie 
miles) Iſaw asrich a Countrie as ever my eies beheld, 
ſtock't with goodlie Wheat and Barlie, and excellent 
Meadows and Paſtures. The ſoil began to alrer into 
worſ, mid-waie between Bridges and Gaunt, which were 
twentie four Engliſh miles aſunder , and ſo ſoon as I was 
paſt Gazzt, in my journie towards Antwerp, I did ſee ſuch 
Land for about ewentie miles rogether, that I cannot 
compare to any ground more like,then the Land by San- 
die Chappel, three miles diſtant from - Xingffton: upon + - 
Thames, A great part of the High- waies,out of the Road 
and Track of Horſes and Carts,did bear Heath;and ſuch 
Incloſures, on the inſide of the waies, which were not 
kept in Tillage, did either produce Heath or Broom: of 
their own natures. The {oil did not much amend until I 
came withintwo miles of Antwerp; w® was thirtic Exg- 
liſh miles from Gaunt, There I ſaw a goodlie Marſh,or 
B 3 - feeding! 
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feeding ground for Catrel, which was kept with a ſtrong 
Banck for becing overflowed by the river of Sceld, un- 
. der which notwithſtanding there late Sluces to ler in the 
Water when they pleaſed, and Ditches were made in the 
Marſh to convey it back into the River at low Tides 
when they thought fir. On the other {ide cf Antwerp 
was Contribution-land lying in Brabant, which natural- 
ly was as barren and apt to Heath as any land betwixt 
that Citic and Garrt. I ſtaied not long at Antwerp before 
I returned to Gant, and diligently reviewing the Coun- 
trie as I went back, I could finde no other Corn to grow 
there, then Rze, Oats, and French Wheat z which ſeemed 
a ſufficient Teſtimonie ro mee of the barrenneſs of the 
ſoil, which would neither bear Wheat, Barlie, or Peaf, and 
for that the former Grains did uſually grow in England 
upon the edg of Forreſts and Heathie grounds. A few 
daies after my return, I fell into diſcour{ with a Dutch 
Merchant, then living at Gaunt, but had lived ſom years 
in England, and told him that I did not think that all 
Flanders had yielded ſo much barren ground as I had 
ſeen betiveen Gaunt and Aniwerp. Hee anſwered mee, 
that that Land was the richeſt part of all F/anders. I ſmi- 
led to hear him ſaie ſo, thinking at firſt hee had jeſted, 
and I replied, That I believed, that one Acre of Land 
between Bridges and Dunkirk, was worth ten Acres of 
any Land I ſaw there between Gannt and Aniwerp ( ex- 
cepting the Marſh-land, and ſom little ſtraps of Meadow 
by the River ſide ): for the one did bear goodlie Wheat, 
Barlie, and Peaf, and was in manie places naturally 
excellent Meadow and Paſture 3 and the other would 
carrie. no other Corn but Rie, French Wheat, and Oats, 
and would never bear any conſiderable graſs, but turn'd 
preſently after it was laid down to Heath or Broom. The 
| Merchant 
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Merchant told mee again, that their beſt Commodities 
were pull'd and cut before I went that waie , but hee 
could prove that that Land did yield more profit yearly 
then the beſt Land in Flanders, and that the Bores-{ for 
ſo they term their Farmers) were richerthere then in any 
part of the Countrie, I muſt confels at firſt I thought 
his diſcourl to bee ſom kinde of Riddle, burſeeing him 
eirneſt in affirming that which ſcem'd ſtrange to mee 
I dcfired him to explain himſelf, how ir was poſſible, 
that that Land ſhould yield more profit then.the other, 
I will tell you (ſaid hee) the reaſon why it yieldeth 
more profit, becauf that Land 1s natural to bear Flax, 
which is called the Wealth. of Flanders; and one Acre 
of good Flax is worth four or five Acres of the beſt 
Corn which groweth between Dunkirk and Bridges, and 
after the Flax is pull'd, it will preſently bear a Crop of 
Twrnepsz which may bee better worth, Acre for Acre, 
then the beſt Corn inthe Countrie. After that Crop is 
off, about April following you may ſow the ſame Land 
with Oats z and upon them Clover-graſs ſeed onely har- 
rowing it with buſhes, which will com up after the oats 
are mowed, and that year yield you a very great Paſture 
till Chriſtmas , and the next year following you may 
cut that graſs three times,and it will every time bear ſuch 
a burden, and fo good to feed all ſorts of Cartel, as the 
beſt Meadows in the Countrie donot yield the like , and 
will continue good four or five years together without 
ſowing it. After this wee parted, Art firſt I wondered 
much at his diſcourſ; but much more at the ignorance: 
and floarhfulneſs of our Countrie which beeing near to 
Flanders, and many Merchants and Gentlemen travel- 
ling thither daily, none ſhould underſtand, or at leaſt pur 
in praRicetheſe Hwobandries,there becing ſo much _ 
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and Heathie Land in England of very little value, which 
might by following their Example in theſe Husbanaries 
bee he more profitable, then the beſt Land in this 
Kingdom. I after pondered what the Merchant ſaid all 
thar daic and the next, and rhen began to imagine with 
my ſelf, whatan huge [mprovemeat I might make of my 
own Eſtate, if theſe things were rrue which hee had told 
mee, and if God Almightie pleaſed to permit mee qui- 
etly ro'enjoic- it, And to bee further ſatisfied, I ſent an- 
other Datchmayn in the Town that had been In Enzland, 
with whom I was grown acquainted, and defired him to 
inform himſelf from ſom ot the Bores in the Countrie, 
whether thoſe things the Merchant had affirmed ro mee 
were true. Hee returned mee an Anſwer from three or 
four, whom hee ſaid hee knew to bee honeſt men and 
underſtanding thoſe Husbandries, that a Gammnet of Flax, 
(which was their Acre, but fomwhat more in quantitie 
then ours ) might well produce fonrtie or fiftie pounds 
worth of Flax, if the Land were well dung'd and Hus- 
banded; and {owed with good Eaſt-Countrie ſeed, and 
that it pleas'd God to {end convenient rain after it was 
ſowed, and a ſeaſonable time till Harveſt. Theſe were 
no other conditions, then I conceived all other ſeeds and 
romeo bee ſubje& to,cither to prove good or bad. And 

or the other queſtions wherein I deſired to bee ſatisfied, 
concerning the Turneps and Clover-graſs, hee told mee 
they did concur in all with the Merchant, without any 
other condition or limitation. The Winter after I did 
examine divers perſons upon the like queſtions, who I 
thought did underſtand that buſineſs, and found very 
 litfle difference in their relations. And in April follow- 

ing, which was the chicfeſt time for ſowing of Flax and 
. Clover-graſs-ſeed, I did often walk into the Fields a mile 
Or 
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The Buhandrie of Brabant and Flandets 1 
which was fortie Buſhels, this Lime beeing ſlacker in the 
hills, with the firſt Rain was mingled together with the 
Aſhes, and then mw upon the Land, and after Sow'd 
with Wheat, and brought as good as any was in the 
Countric : and the next year a very good Crop of 0ats, 
and the year following com to as good Grafs as any hee 
had to his Farm. This 1 hold to bee the cheapeſt Huſ- 
bandrie : becauf four or five Load of Fern, of which 
there is ſtore in the Forreſt, becing cut from the begin- 
ning of July to the middle of Auguſt, will burn off twely 
Loads of Chalk to Lime ; and though your Chalk coſt 
dear the bipging thither , yet the :zme will not ſtand you 
in twelv ſhillings a- Load, and by this way you fave 
much _—_ and fo by conſequence may compals to 
manure yearly mach more Land. As for Example you 
carrie but one Load of Lime to your Land, whereas by 
the other waies you mult carrie twentic Loads of Dung; 
and fortic Loads of Atari. So as by the Lime, if that will 
do as well, you may Lime twentie Acres as ſoon as you 
can Dung one Acre,and fortie Acres for one with Mart, 
But I adviſe you to make Trial your ſclvs of all theſe 
ſeveral Hwsbapdries, and then to follow that which you 
finde cheapeſt and beſt. 

I have ſet down at large, how I came firſt ro know 
theſe Hwbandries, and how I was ſatisfied in theſe parti- 
culars. I have alſo fet down three ſeveral waics to im- . 
prove your Landz now I will lay down the charge of | 
each in ſeveraltie , then caſt up the profit from one Acre 
to five and twentic Acres; then to fiftic, and ſo to an 
hundred Acres, by which it ſhall appear, that by an 
ordinarie way of Hmarbandvie, accents to chic value, 
which they make of like Commodities in Flangers, how 
thatby improving an hundred Acres of Heathie Land 
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every year,as namely of S* Zeonard's Forreſt,and ſowing 
the Sceds of Flax, Turnips, and Clover-graſs, you may 
infive years improve five hundred Acres to bee worth 
above ſeven thouſand poungg a year. The particular 


charge of an Acre of Flax is as followeth : 

Firſt, Devonſhiring of an Acre 
A load of Lime to put into the Hill-——— oo 
The ploughing and harrowing of an Acre —o0 
Three buſhel of Flax.ſeed ar thirteen 

ſhillings four pence the buſhel — 
The weeding of an Acre—— — —— —00 
Palling and binding an Acre————.—_—o0 
Graffing the Seed from the Flax ——_—_—_ 
Watering, drying, ſwinging and beating 

the Flax of nine hundred weight upon —o, 

an Acre > 

This is the uttermoſt charge thar I could? 1, 
learn: ſo the whole comethto og 


GE mn 


Nine hundred pound weight of Flax, up- 
on an Acre at cight Stivers the pound, 
which was an ordinarie price in Gawt,when 40 
I was there, together with the Seed, valued 
to bee worth ———— 


——— 


_—_— 


Now if you add fifteen ſhillings an Acrey 
more, towards Charges or Lofles, the Ac- 
count beeing already ten pound an Acre, 


00 ©O 
12 ©O 
oO6 ©O 


OO ©O 


O1 ©O 
IO OO 
O06 ©0 


IO GO 


8 © 
5 OO 


O00 


ſhort of the value of their beſt Flax, yer re- #75? 29. 00. 


main's above all Charges clear for 25 Acres 
at 301, the Acre 
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The Husbandrie of Brabant and Flanders 19 
By the ſame Account you will bee at five 

hundred pound charge for fiftic Acres, and 

then receiv at fortie pound an Acre, two $15co 1. 

thouſand pound but clear above all Char- 

ges but——— _——— 


Oo — 


The like Account of athouſand pound 
charge for an hundred Acres, you receiv 
upon the Account of fortie pound an Acre, >3000 1. 
four thouſand pound , but clear above all 
Charges-—— — — 


This thouſand pound Charge for an hundred Acres 

is onely ſuppoſed, in caſe you lay our all the Charge be. 

fore you receiv any Monie for part of your Flax ; but 
before you are out ſeven hnndred pound, ſom Monie will 

com in for Flax continually, ſo as indeed you ſhall nor 
need to go out above ſeven hundred pound at all in ſtock, 
and after the firſt years profit is com in, you cannot Ac- 
count that you are out any thing from your purſ, becauf 

you have your full ſtock again, and three thouſand pound 

more. 

But this is notall the profit you are to exſpeR from 
your hundred Acres the firſt year , for after the Flax is 
pull'd, which will bee either in Felie or Auev#, the 
ſame Land may bee ſowed with Turnips, and prove ac- 
cording to the Flander's Account, worth cight pound an 
Acre, over and above all charges : ſo twentie five Acres 
cometh to two hundred pound ; fiftie Acres to four hun- 
dred pound, and an hundred Acres to cight hundred 
pound. They ſow in Flanders but rwo pound and an half 
of Twrnipſecd upon an Acre, which was worth, when 
I was there, but twelv pence,and y__ it once after as 

2 Flax 
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Flax is pulld, then barrowir, and weed it, if there bee 
cauſ, and that is all their charge concerning that buſineſs. 

Bath theſe. Crops are ſow'd, ripe and ready to bee 
pull'd within eight months, that is, between the begin- 
ning of Apriland the end of November : {o the profit of 
an hundred Acres the firſt year, cometh to, beſides all 
charges onthis Account, unto threethouſand eight hun. 
dred pound, And the hundred pound allowed for char- 
ges, may very well com into your purſagain withinthe 
other four Months. 

When the Twrnips are pull'd, I would have the ſame 
hundred Acres made ready again to bee ſow'd with Clo- 
wver-graſs-{eed alone, about the beginning of April then 
next following, therein altering the cuſtom of Brabaxt and 
Flanders, which is to ſow it smmediately cither with of 
after the Corn. For I found by Expenence in Hereford- 
ſhire, that it will chrive much better the firſt year, and 
turn to more profit alone,then a Crop of 045 and it ſow'd 
together will do, 

The charge of an Acre-is firft ploughing and harrow- 
ing about - — ———00 ©5 OO 

Ten pound of Seed as it coſt mee at Antwerp 1645 at 


| fixpence a pound ——————— 00 O5 00 


Cutting the Graſs twice, making the Haie, and threſh- 
ing out the Seed ———-—————0 10 00 
So the whole charge is —02 00. 00 
T be ſecond years profit. 
Which becing deduced thereremain's and 
io L 


for one Acre, according to the Brabant and 
Flanders ACCOUnNt——— 
Which for twentje five Acres cometh to 
two hundred and fiftic pound, for fiftie Acres, f 
to five hundzed pound, and for an hundred 7090 l. 
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ſing, may: yield the like 


whole profit of che 
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Then /an hundred Acres- more-muſt beeY 
Devonſhired, and ſow'd with Flax and Twrnips, | 


as is before exprefſed, which, with God's 
of three thou- 


ſand eight hundred 


ſand pound for CR beeing added, che 
nd year from two 


hundred Acres, amounterh ro four thouſand 


cight hundred pound 


The third years profit. 


F. 


whereto the thog- +4800 1, 


Then the laſt hundred Acres, ſowed with" 
Flax and Twrnips, muſt bee ſowedas before, 
with Clover-graſs- ſeed, which, according to | 

the former accompt,coming to one thouſand 
pound, and an hundred [Acres more dewon- 


Jhired, as formerly, and ſowed with flax and $5800 - 1. 


Turnips , yielding the like profit of three 
thouſand eight handed pound, as is before | © 
ſpecified, adding thereunto the two hundred | 
Acres of Clover-graſs , the whole profit of 
the third year i —————— 

The . fourth years profit. F 

Then the hundred Acres {owed before) 

with Flax, and Twrnips, muſt bee ſowed as 
formerly with Clover-graſs-ſeeds , which 
yielding a thouſand pound, according to 
the former -Accomptrs, and another hun-]. _ 


dred Acres devoxſbired as formerly , and, 6860 1,. 


| 


{owed with Flax and Tornips , and yieldi 
like profit of three thouſand eight ondreY 


pound, and adding thereunto the three hwa-4.. 

dred Acres formerly ſowed with Clover-] - 
afi-iced, male's the whole profit of the} 
urth Y OAT won womans prrnans s ennen 


— 
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The fifth years profit. 

Thenthe laſt hundred Acres ſowed with-Flaxy 
. and Tarpips, muſt bee. fowed:as before with 
+ + crop, Par yielding like profit of 
athouſand pound, and another hundred 4 —_ 
devonſhired as formerly, and ſowed with Flax 
and Twrnips, yielding the like; profit of three 
thouſand cight hundred pounds, thereto addin 
the four handred Acres formerly ſowed with 
 Clover-graſs-ſeed, make's the whole profit of the | 
fifth year ——— ————— 


7800 1. 


Thus have I plainly ſhewed. what I promiſed in my 
Preface, that was, how an induſtrious man in Brabamt 
and Flanders would convert .five hundred Acres of bar- 
ren and heathie Land from little value in five years te 
-bee worth above ſeven thouſand pounds a year. 

You ſee, you have better means ro mend your Land 
then they have, your Land -lieth in a manner under the 
ſame Climate 3 for Chichefter and Meckliz are in one 
degree , the Soil is muchalike, as I have ſhewed, you 
may have as good a vent for your Commodities, as they 
have for theirs, it you pleaſ ; and therefore I do nor 
know what Reaſon can hindex you from putting theſe 
things into, pracice. "IT h | 

You may continue this yearly profit of ſeven thouſand 
eight hundred a year upon this five hundred Acres. If 
you will by Liming, danging, or marling, and dewvouſhi- 
ring again the firſt hundred Acres,laid down with Clover- 
graſs, and ſowing it with Flax, and Tzrnips,as before, and 
ſogo round with every hundred Acres, as formerly in its 
courſ; but having grear tore of barren and heathie 


ground; 
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The Husbandrie of Brabant and Flanders: 23 
ground, you were better improve that,and let the Clover- 


| grafcontinue as long as it will, Arid if after five years c6- 


tinuance it turneth to a mingled Graſs , yet that will bee 
as good as moſt Meadows and Paſtures, that I know in 
Enzland, for itturn's comonly from a red Honie-Suckle 
to a white, which wee repute the ſweeteſt Graſs, al- 
chough it” doth not carrie the greater burthen. And I 
am perſwaded it will continue longer if it bee kept for 
Seed and cut but twice, whereas they commonly cut ir 
thrice a year in Flazders alwaies in the Sap, which will 
kill Fern. 

Now [ will ſhew you how they vent theſe Cbmmodi- 
ties, that you may learn the better, how to vent yours. 
Firſt, they make great ſtore of Linnenthemſelvs, and ' 
ſend it moſt for London, what they make not in Cloath ; 
they have a Market every Thurſdaie at a place called S* 
Nicolas, almoſt mid-waie between Antwerp and Gaunt, 
whither Merchants com on purpoſe to buy it, and ſend it: 
into Holland,and there ſell it at dear rates, I met with a 
Linnen Draper of Zondon,when I was at Gann, and que- 
ſtioning him what vent there was for Flax at London: hee 
told mee that before theſe troubleſom times, if I had had 
a very great quantitie, hee could have helped mee to 
Chapmen to have bought ir off ar dearer rates at London, 
then uſnally they ſold iragin Flaxders, for hee ſaid, hee 
did believ there was not lefs then an hundred thouſand 
pounds worth of Flax brought yearly into England from 
Forrcign parts, a great part whereof to his knowledg 
was ſent from: London into Lancaſhire ;, there made into 
Cloth, and afterwards brought back in Cloth,and ſold 
in Londoy; and if times grew peaceable again in Fnglend, 
hee told mee, I need not doubt the venting of more Flax 
at London,then ever I would have to ſell; and two honeſt 

| | Exgliſh 
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+ Merchants of my Acquaintance did affure me, 
web et; could nor ſell rife at Londoy to my _— 
they would tranſport ir for ' mee into Helland, where I 
might ſelir dearer then they ſold their Flex in Flanders : 
for Merchants uſually ſent for Flex out of Flanders, and 
ſold iragain in Holland, ar dearer rates then they paid for 
it there. 

But if you finde that theſe Commodities thrive with 
you, and you grow rich by them , I would adviſc you 
ro ſend for ſom Workmen our of Flarnders,that under- 
ſtand the ManufaQure of Linnen Cloth, and make your 
own Flax into Linnen Cloth, yot cannot chooſ bur gain 
by ic exceedingly, when you are aforchand with the 
World, if they live by it who fetch ic firſt from London 
into Lanceſhire by Land ;, beeing made in Cloth, recarrie 
it up; and beſides you ſhall do a charitable deed by 
bringing in that Manufacture into the Kingdom. For it 
keep'sa very great number of poor Women and Chil- 
dren at work in Flanders and Holland, that otherwiſe 
would not have means to live. So by this way you 
ſhall bee ſure to vent your Flax, and withall procurca 
publick benefit to the Kingdom. 

The Husbaxdrie of Turxips is as Common between 
Gaunt and Antwerp, as that of Flax, for as there ismore 
'Flax fowed there then of anic other Grain or Corn, ſo 
commonly after the Flax is pull'd, immediately rhey 
ſow Tarnips,and preſently after their Ric, what they do 
noteart themſelvs, they give untortheir Cattle, they will 
feed Oxenand Kine as fat as Hay or Oats ; the Roats 
becingelkkan waſhed, and then Roots and Leavs beeing 
-pnt into a Trough, and there ſtampt together with a 
Spitter,and after boil'd in Waterand given to Kine, will 
make chem abound with Milk, yet grow fo fat withal, 
that 
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| Neighbors ſee your Labors thrive and proſper ſo far as 
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The Hah tndric of Brabant aud Flanders: 2J 
that you would wonder .at it, The onely difficultie 1s 
to make'your Cartle cat them at firſt, but breed them 
up by hand, as they do there. Others do the ſame -al- 
readie in many parts of England, they will take Turn'ps 
and eat, or any other thing you will give them.? « 

To encourage you the more to ſow Twrnips, I will de- 
monſtrate unto you whatan Acre of them tranſplanted 
may bee worth by Calculation as they are fold in Lox- 
don. They commonly there ſell four or five Turmips 10 2 
bunch for a pennie, A rod ſquare beeing fixteen foot 
and a half may bear a thouſand eighty and nine Turmps, 
beeing ſect at half a foot diſtance the one from the other. 
Now Iuppoſe that a thouſand cometh to good, and five 
fold for a pennic, then.a Rod of them amount's to ftx- 
ecen ſhillings eight pence, and an Acre of them beeing 
eightſcore Rod .by the ſame Account, come's to above 
thirtie pound, and therefore certainly an hundred Acres 
ſow'd,may bee very well valued at eight pound an Acre 
one with another, when you have brought your Cattle 
to eat them as theirs do. | 

I told you before how in Brabant and Flanders they 
made twely pound an Acre of their Clover-graff, cither 
by feeding Cattle, keeping Kine,or by the ſeed : which, 
commonly encreaſing to five Buſhels upon an Acre, was 
worth eight pound when it was ſold, but at ſixpence a 
pound ;'but beeing ſold for two ſhillings a pound (which 
price I my ſelf now paid for it) the value of the Seed 


| quadruple's from eight pound ro thirtie two pound an 


Acre, andthe man that ſold mee ſeed this year fortwo 
ſhillings a pound, defire's ro buy,all that I can ſpare, the 
next year at the ſame price, if you get but into the beſt 
kinde of thoſe they uſe in Flanders. For when your 


to 
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to convert your Land which bore nothing but Heath 
for many Ages, Firi#, inro exccllent Flax , thes into 
ſuch delicate Thynips, as they: never ſaw before ortaſted ; 
and to end with-ſuch Clower-graff, as they will admire, 
wher®they onee ſee' your Crops, and ſomwhat under- 
ſtand; tharyou-do-reap ſom benefit by them, they will 
com'ro youas to an Oracle toask your Counſel, and bee 
inftruced, and'defire it from you as a favor, at firſt to 
buy your Seed at any reaſonable price. 

Bur if you finde that you have more Seed of Flax and 
Turnips (if you will let them grow to Seed) then you can 
vent, you muſt then ſet upeither a Water- Mill, or Winde- 
Mill,as they do in Flanders,and make them into 01, both 
which Seeds make's good 0il,yhich you may bee ſure to 
ſell in Londen at good Rates. 

And for your Clover-graffſeed, if you finde-you can- 
not ſell ir to your content, you may chool whether you 
will leritgrow to Seed or not 3 and it you do-not ler it 
grow to Seed; you may cut it once more in a year, then 
otherwiſe you could do. 

You muſt change your Flax Seed, though never ſo 
eo0d at firſt after four years, the other Seeds do not ſo 
much require it. 

Fdoubr not but theſe things will ſeem as ſtrange to 
youat fiſt, as they did to mee; and therefore I deſire 
you but to tric what I propoſe, upon ſuch profitable 
Terms, as no man, thatis well-tn-his-wits, but will ven- 
tureat them, beeing latd down ſo plainly to you, as 4 
childe may underſtand them: | 

You may obſerv, that Flax, Turnips, and Clover. 2ra/s 
alreadie grow in England; but there is-as much diffe- 
rence between what groweth there, and here, as is be- 
eween the ſame thing, which groweth in a Garden, and 
that which groweth wildein the Ficlds, To. 
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To prevent what may bee ſtrange or troubleſom to 
you at-Firſt for want of knowledg,I would adviſe youro 
ſend Tom or Robin to Gaunt, where by means of. ſom of 
their old Acquaintance there, they may provide you a 
ſervant, who underſtand's theſe ſeveral Husbandries as 
well as any of ours do the Hwbargrie in getting Corn 
and by obſerving of his practice, you your {clvs,or 
whom you will appoint may bee ſufficiently inftruRted 
ina year or two fo far, asto.command ſuch things to bee 
don by others, asare not fit and neceſlarieto bee don by 
your lelvs. 

Befides the exceſſive profit you will reap by Sowing 
theſe Commodities, imagine what a pleaſure it will bee 
te your Eies and Sent,to ſee the Ruſſer Heath curn'd into 
greeneſt Graſs; which doth produce moſt ſweet and 
pleaſant Honie-Sucklesz and what Praiſ and Reputa- 
tion you will gain by your Examples, firſt. introducing 
that into your Countrie , which beeing followed by 
others,muſt need's redound to the general benefit of the 
whole Common-wealth. I do by my Wil/command you 


for to. execute,no more then what I would my ſelt to 


morrow put in praQiice, if I had Libertie : you ſhould 
then learn theſe things I have ſer down by Examples, 
which I am enforc'd to leay to you as a Father's Precepts, 
and with a Father's bleſſing to you all,defiring God-Al- 
mightic to guide you and dire you.in all your Actions, 
I will leav you to his Divine Protection and Providence, 


Note,that the Clover- graſs-ſced will bee ripe about a 
Moneth after it appeareth in the hnsk. | 
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A Copit of a Letter written to S*'R1cuarny WesrtON, 


” 
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RIFE Am very credibly informed that you are the Autor 
win of the Diſcourl which I have heretofore publiſhed 

F ander the Name of Brabarit Husbandrie. T am bound 
therefore to give you thanks, on the behalf of the 
Publick for it. And toafſure you that ( though my 
Copie, by which I did publiſh ir, was imperfe& ) nevertheleſs 
that it hath been exceedingly liked, and now is wholly out of 
Print, and much ſought after, but cannot bee had any more, 
which doth put the Printer upon thoughts of re-printing it ; 
and his reſolution that waie hath moved mee to make this ad- 
dreſs ugto your ſelf, partly to defire you to excuſe my freedom 
in telling the world to Con they are beholden for ſuch an 
Improvement of their Husbandriez partly to intreat you ta fa- 
yor the ſecond Edition of that Diſcourl with a re-view, which 
may make jt bee like that which is your own, and worthie to 
bear your Name, whith for your Honor | have mage bold to 
publiſh. S1R ! I have ſent you here a Copie corredted, as I 
am informed, according to the Original which you wrote ; but 
becauſ I defire to bee ſure not to wrong yon, ſo far as I can 
poſſibly prevent ir, ſeeing you are now taken notice of to bee 
the Antor. Therefore I hall beſeech you, with convenienc 
iperd to let mee hear from you, whether this Copic, thus cor- 
rected, bee right according to your ſenſ; and in caſe any thing 
bee defeftive therein, 1 ſhall intreat you to add thereunto what 
you hall think fit to make ic Compleat and ſufficiently Enlar- 
&d for the benefit of all : chat the Publick may perceiv, that it 
not againſt your ſenſ and will, thar all your Countrie-men 
fhould bee beholden to your Induſtrie and Ingenuitie.. S1x*! 
F have herewith, in imitation of your Legacie to your Sons, 
made a Legacie of the ſame kinde to-this Common: wealth” of 
fuch Advantages as are com to my hands from ſpecial friends, 
which Inow impart unto.you asa requital for that which I have 
uſed of yours, that you may ſte, that*by a generous and free 


Communication of good things, nothing is loſt to thoſe who 
are 


,. 
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are Communicative, but rather much gained thereby. Sir ! there 
is nothing in this lite of greater content to a truly noble and 
Chriſtian ſpirit, then ro oblige all men in-good things without 
partialitiez this make's men like unto God, and confoumble 
to Chriſt, who hath caught us, that ic is more Blefſedca Give 
then to Receiv, and conſequently, the better che things ate 
which ace Given, the greater the blellednels of the Giver is, 
which ſhould make us zealous ro impart moſt freely the beſt 
things to each other ; that if- wee ſeek tieſt the things which be. 
long to Ecernitie, and deſire to ſerv each other in all other 
things onely as relating thereunto, wee may finde the praniits 
made out unto us, that Tf wee ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and bis - 
Righteouſneſs, all other things ſhall bee added. unto us. Wee know 
chat theſe things are but tor a moment, but the things of his 
Kingdom are for ever; theretore as wee ſhould not deſire for our 
ſelvs the enjoiment of lite it (elf, otherwiſe then in referetice to 
that which is tocom ; ſo wee ſhould not intend the Communi- 
cation of things belonging to this bodily life upon. any ather 
account unto each other, but as they are, or —_ an eff&Ct of 
thelife of Chriſtianitie, that is ſubordinate by our Correſpon- 
dencie therein, unto the means of our mutual Advancement to- 
wards the enjoiment of God in the Kingdom of Jeſus Chrif, 
wherein I defire infinitely more to bee the ſervant of all men, 
then in any of theſe outward concernments : Thus Sir, you 
ſee how my heart com's to- bee Enlarged, and deſirous to ap- 
prove it ſelf alſo unto you by a more Eminent and better Com- 
munication in the face of Jeſus Chriit, in whom1 remaia aſ- 


ſuredly, _ 


From my Houſ at Chrring- Tour affe(t; hy 
pr rn ——_— ff itonately ble 
Court, the 2* © Mait, A 

and faithfal fervant, 


I 675 1. 
Sanunt Harriy»:;. 
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Another Copie of a Letter written to 
__ S& Richard Weſtin. 
S1R! 


I Make no doubt but you received mine of the 2* of Maie laſt, 
which was conveied unto you by a friend of yours and mine; 
together with my Legacie, and a CorceQted Copie of your Dit- 
courſ of Brabant Husbandrie, concerning which | intreated you 
to let mee know your ſenſ, how for the ſecond Impreflion you 
approve of it, or intend to inlarge ; but I have received as yer 
no Anſwer from you, perhaps ſomthing hath been in the waie, 
whereof 1 can make no rational conjeQure ; yet I thought good, 
beeing(as you ſee by this adjoinedLetter from the Printer)called 
upon to further a ſecond Impreſſion ; to renew my ſute unto 
you, that you would, in a thing ſo much tending to your Cre- 
dit, and the good of many, ſeeing you are believed to bee the 
Autor thereof, further and fulfil my former deſires, whereby 
-you will oblige exceedingly 


Sn! 


oft. "_y Your humble and moſt 
5 


ready friend to ſerv you 


Samuel Hartlib, 


If any defire to have the great Clover of Flanders, or 
the beſt ſort of Hemp or Flax Seeds of thoſe parts, Ler 
them enquire_at M* James Long's Shop at the Barge 
on Billingſ-gate, and they ſhall upon timely notice have 
them procured new, and very good, from Flanders at 
reaſonable rates, 
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